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division. Relief works were started in October, 1896, and were not finally closed till July, 1897, during which period 560,031 days'wages were paid to adult males employed on piece-work, and 175,105 to those on a daily wage, the aggregate payments amounting to Us. 74,000. Gratuitous relief by means of grain doles was also given, and poor-houses and kitchens were opened. The cost of gratuitous relief was rather less than 2 lakhs, and the total cost of the famine operations was 3-36 lakhs, of which Rs. 30,000 was paid from District and the balance from Provincial funds.
For administrative purposes the District is divided into 4 subdivisions, with head-quarters at ARRAH, BUXAR, S AS ARAM, and BHABUA. . . . Subordinate to the District Magistrate-Collector at m          1 ' Arrah, the District head-quarters, is a staff consist-
ing of an Assistant Magistrate-Collector, six Deputy-Magistrate-Collectors, and two Sub-Deputy-Collectors. The subdivisions of Sasaram and Buxar are each in the charge of an Assistant Collector aided by a Sub-Deputy-Collector, and the Bhabua subdivision is under a Deputy-Magistrate-Collector. The Executive Engineer of the Arrah division is stationed at Arrah; an Assistant Engineer resides at Koath and the Executive Engineer of the Buxar division at Buxar.
The permanent civil judicial staff consists of a District Judge, who is also Sessions Judge, two Subordinate Judges and three Munsifs at Arrah, one Munsif at Sasaram and another at Buxar. For the disposal of criminal work, there are the courts of the Sessions Judge, District Magistrate, and the above-mentioned Assistant, Deputy, and Sub-Deputy-Magistrates. The District was formerly notorious for the number of its dacoits and for the boldness of their depredations; but this crime is no longer common. The crimes now most prevalent are burglary, cattle-theft, and rioting, the last being due to disputes about land and irrigation.
During the reign of Akbar, Shahabad formed a part of sarkar Rohtas, lying for the most part between the rivers Son and Karamnasa. Half of it, comprising the zamindari of Bhojpur, was subsequently formed into a separate sarkar called Shahabad. The land revenue demand of these two sarkars, which was fixed at 10-22 lakhs by Todar Mai in 1582, had risen to 13-66 lakhs at the time of the settlement under All Vardi Khan in 1750, but it had again fallen to 10-38 lakhs at the time of the Decennial Settlement which was concluded in 1790 and declared to be permanent in 1793. The demand gradually rose to 13-55 lakhs in 1843 and 16-72 lakhs in 1862, the increase being due to the revenue survey which took place in 1846. In 1903-4 the total demand was 17-27 lakhs payable by 10,147 estates, of which 9,463 with a demand of 14-98 lakhs were permanently settled, 544 with a demand of 1-38 lakhs were temporarily settled, while the remainder were held direct by Govern-